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PTO/SB/08A. 

This application corresponds to International (PCT) Application 
No. PCT/AU2004/000539 filed April 27, 2004. The International Search Report (ISR) dated 
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June 30, 2004 and the Written Opinion dated July 9, 2004 for the underlying PCT 
Application identified the references listed on Form PTO/SB/08A. All of the references 
listed on Form PTO/SB/08A are U.S. patents, except British Patent No. 
GB 186281. Copies of the ISR, the Written Opinion and British Patent GB 186281 are 
enclosed. 

In the Written Opinion, the PCT Examiner makes certain observations about 
independent claim 1, which correspond to claim 19 of the present application. In particular, 
the PCT Examiner states: 

1. In claim 1, the term "a string attached to the shaft" is 
unclear. It would appear, from the specification as a whole, 
that this is intended to include attachment of the string to a 
spindle, the spindle engaging a shaft and being able to be 
released form the shaft. However, this would not normally 
be interpreted to be within the scope of the term "a string 
attached to the shaft". 

It is also not clear if "a string attached to the shaft" can 
include the situation where the string is adjacent to the 
shaft, but not tied. 

2. Further to point 1, above, the phrase "releasing the 
attachment of the string on the shaft", is correspondingly 
unclear. 

In an amendment under Article 19 and in a Supplemental Preliminary Amendment filed 
concurrently herewith, independent claims 1 and 18 (corresponding to claims 19 and 38, 
respectively) have been amended to include reference to the "spindle" and to clarify the 
function of the releasing mechanism in accordance with the above suggestions by the PCT 
Examiner. Applicants believe that claims 19-38 are patentable over the prior art of record 
and in condition for allowance. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fee is due for the submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement, which is being submitted before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits. 
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The Commissioner for Patents, however, is hereby authorized to charge any 
fees which may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) original and two (2) 
copies of this Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE WEBB LAW FIRM 



Richard L. Byrne 

Registration No. 28,498 

Attorney for Applicants 

700 Koppers Building 

436 Seventh Avenue 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-1818 

Telephone: 412-471-8815 

Facsimile: 412-471-4094 

E-mail: webblaw(£>webbIaw.com 
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